[Study of 357 cases of phlebitis of the lower extremities in 2 inter-regional samplings. I. Methods, epidemiological data and analysis of etiopathogenetic elements].
Using a specially designed record card, 357 cases of superficial and deep thrombophlebitis and phlebothrombosis of the lower extremities have been investigated. Of these 261 were observed in Piedmont and 96 in the Trentino region. A comparative study of aetiopathogenetic data in the two regions was made possible by means of punched cards and subsequent computer processing. The study was completed by statistical analysis. Apart from the region of birth and residence, sex (prevalently female) and age which in both samples mainly affects subjects aged between 30 and 45, the type of working activity was considered in relation to sex and age, frequency of absenteeism (higher in Piedmont), family history of venous disease, incidence of orthostatism, the use of contraceptive pills, the period in which the first clinical signs occurred with considerable diversity between the two regions, traumas (more frequent in Piedmont) and the incidence of the different causes which was vastly different in the two samples, were assessed. On the basis of the comparative data obtained, an interpretation of the real significance of the results is attempted, reference also being made to the type of population under examination, the Piedmontese being considered of mixed strain and the Trentino pure.